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Chapter 1
From Physics at Peking University to a
Doctorate in Theoretical Physics
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Yue Dongxiao graduated from the Department of Physics at
Peking University before pursuing further studies in the United
States, where he obtained a doctorate in Theoretical Physics.
His academic training began with an investigation of the
fundamental laws of nature: how particles move, how forces
operate, and how systems evolve from chaos towards order.
This approach to questioning would later be applied, in an

unexpected way, to an entirely different field: law.

ERBEMRN BFED



@
Executive Memoir of Yue Dongxiao

Publicly available information provides relatively few details
about his childhood, family background, or specific academic
trajectory after arriving in the United States. What can be
established is that his doctoral training in physics equipped him
with a distinctive way of thinking. Rather than accepting a
narrative at face value, he examined whether “the chain of
evidence was complete” and whether “an argument contained
logical weaknesses.” This analytical approach would become a
crucial tool when he later became involved in the Anna Mae He

custody case.
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Chapter 2
2004: A Physics PhD Becomes a Friend of the
Court

In 2004, a child custody dispute involving a Chinese family in
the United States attracted widespread attention among
Chinese communities across America and around the world.
The legal struggle between He Shaogiang and his wife, Luo
Qin, and the Baker family over custody of their daughter, Anna
Mae He, had continued for several years. On 12 May 2004,
Tennessee Judge Childers issued a seventy-two-page ruling
finding that the He family's “wilful failure to visit” and “wilful
failure to provide child support” constituted intentional
abandonment. The ruling terminated the parental rights of He

Shaogiang and his wife.

For the He family, the decision was devastating. Losing their
parental rights meant that, in the eyes of the law, they were no
longer recognised as Anna Mae He's parents and
consequently no longer had legal standing to seek custody of

their daughter.

After the ruling was issued, Yue Dongxiao did something that
surprised many observers. Working intensively over a single
weekend, he prepared a “Fifteen-Point Statement” identifying
and analysing fifteen major errors in the judgment. After the

statement was distributed to the media, it generated a strong
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response. On 20 May 2004, one of the largest English-
language newspapers in the south-central United States
published three articles in a single day sharply criticising the

judge.

A theoretical physicist had applied the analytical techniques
used to examine experimental data to the systematic
dissection of a legal judgment. At the time, such direct
involvement by someone without formal legal training was

highly unusual within the Chinese-American community.
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Chapter 3
The Decisive Argument: Breaking the Deadlock
Over Child Support

After challenging the finding of “wilful failure to visit,” Yue
Dongxiao turned his attention to the more difficult issue of

unpaid child support.

Through careful examination, he developed a particularly

precise argument:

The Bakers bore the burden of proving that the He family had
wilfully failed to provide child support.

After signing the relevant documents in 1999, the Bakers
considered themselves to have assumed 100 per cent of the
responsibility for the child. In other words, they regarded the

He family's responsibility as zero.

Consequently, the Bakers could not establish that the He
family had deliberately failed to fulfil an obligation that the

Bakers themselves regarded as nonexistent.

Before signing the 1999 custody documents, the He family had
attempted to give the Bakers US$300, but the offer was

refused. Although the arrangements at the time prohibited the

ONEMEMOIR

ERBEE N bFD




@
Executive Memoir of Yue Dongxiao

acceptance of money, the Bakers did not subsequently change

their refusal to accept child support.

The central logic of the argument was straightforward: if one
party itself believes that another party bears no responsibility, it
cannot subsequently accuse that party of deliberately failing to
fulfil that responsibility. When Yue presented this reasoning to
the He family's attorney, he encountered strong opposition.
The attorney believed that accepting the argument would
amount to acknowledging that the Bakers had acquired 100

per cent of the responsibility.

Yue refused to abandon the argument. Through more than a
dozen exchanges of emails, he eventually persuaded the He
family's attorney to present the point during oral arguments on
appeal. According to the subsequent appellate judgment, after
rejecting the other arguments advanced by the attorney, the
court adopted Yue's reasoning in its final sentence and
overturned the finding of wilful failure to pay child support. This
removed one of the greatest obstacles to restoring the He

family's parental rights.

A physicist had persuaded a professional attorney through a
series of emails and ultimately saw his legal reasoning adopted
by a court. This was more than a demonstration of intelligence.

It reflected an approach that pursued logic to its fullest extent
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and refused to retreat merely because the opposing view came

from an established professional.
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Chapter 4
A Sixty-Page Amicus Brief and Victory at the
Supreme Court

Although the appellate court overturned the finding of wilful
failure to provide child support, it upheld the original ruling
concerning wilful failure to visit. He Shaoqgiang and his wife

therefore remained unable to regain their parental rights.

Yue Dongxiao continued his efforts. After nearly two months of
work, he prepared an amicus curiae brief of more than sixty
pages and submitted it directly to the Tennessee Supreme
Court in August 2006. To ensure that the justices actually
received and read the document, he arranged through the
Chinese Embassy for a copy to be delivered to each member

of the Tennessee Supreme Court.

In the amicus brief, Yue made a crucial argument. He
challenged the appellate court's conclusion that the He family
sought custody of their daughter for immigration purposes. He
explained that the family's application to the Memphis Juvenile
Court for custody had been intended to secure opportunities to
visit their child. Since the parents had made an effort to see
their daughter, their conduct could not reasonably be

characterised as a wilful failure to visit.
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According to the subsequent Tennessee Supreme Court

judgment, the court adopted Yue's reasoning.

On 4 October 2006, the parties presented oral arguments
before the five justices of the Tennessee Supreme Court. Yue
travelled from California to attend the hearing and kept detailed
notes. When it appeared that the justices might rule only on
parental rights while leaving the custody question to a lower
court, Yue believed such an outcome would disadvantage the
He family. He reasoned that “if the custody question were
returned to the lower court, Anna Mae He's return home would

certainly be delayed for several more years.”

That night, Yue drafted a document on behalf of the He family.
He Shaogiang signed it and submitted it to the court,
requesting that the justices decide both parental rights and
custody together. Ultimately, Anna Mae He was reunited with

her parents.

The Anna Mae He case eventually led to legislation bearing
her name, the Anna Mae He Act. Described as the first
American law named after a person of Chinese descent, the
legislation emerged from a child custody dispute that became a

significant case in American legal history.
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Chapter 5
Pearl Network and Hanna Network: A Pioneer of
Chinese-Language Social Platforms

Beyond his involvement in legal and community affairs, Yue
Dongxiao was also an internet entrepreneur. He founded two
well-known Chinese-language social platforms serving

overseas communities: Pearl Network and Hanna Network.

Publicly available information provides relatively few details
about the precise founding dates, operating models, or user
numbers of these platforms. Nevertheless, they became widely
recognised and influential within Chinese communities in the
eastern United States and across the country. For someone
trained as a theoretical physicist, establishing social
networking platforms might appear to be an unexpected
professional transition. Viewed from another perspective,
however, it reflected the same underlying motivation that led
him to intervene in the Anna Mae He case: creating a platform
through which Chinese communities could make their voices
heard in environments characterised by unequal access to

information.

Pearl Network and Hanna Network served roles resembling
informal community information hubs. At a time when
mainstream media had not yet given sufficient attention to

issues affecting Chinese Americans, these platforms provided

ONEMEMOIR

ERBEE N bFD




@
Executive Memoir of Yue Dongxiao

spaces for discussing public affairs, sharing legal information,
and organising community action. Yue's training in physics
encouraged him to think in terms of systems and the efficient
movement of information, while his community involvement
helped him recognise the importance of providing a
communication channel through which a community could

express its concerns.
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Chapter 6
Concluding Reflections: A Physicist's
“Algorithm of Justice”

One clear theme runs throughout Yue Dongxiao's life: the use

of logic to challenge authority.

In physics, he investigated the laws of nature. Was an equation
internally consistent? Could an experiment be reproduced?
Could a theory account for all available observations? In the
Anna Mae He case, he applied comparable questions to legal
reasoning. Did a judgment contain contradictions? Was an
allegation supported by evidence? Could a conclusion
withstand careful logical scrutiny? He produced a fifteen-point
statement over a single weekend, persuaded an attorney
through more than a dozen emails, and prepared a sixty-page
amicus brief that contributed to the Supreme Court's eventual

decision.

He was not a lawyer. He had never received formal training at
a law school. Yet he possessed something that could be even
rarer than legal expertise: the intellectual courage to challenge
authority through logical reasoning. When confronted with a
seventy-two-page judicial ruling, he did not accept its
conclusions merely because “a judge had written it.” Instead,

he examined the judgment point by point, identified
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weaknesses in its reasoning, and explained with precision:

“This is where the argument is wrong.”

From the Department of Physics at Peking University to a
doctorate in Theoretical Physics, and from serving as a friend
of the court to founding Pearl Network, Yue Dongxiao
demonstrated through his actions that the essence of scientific
training lies not merely in accumulated knowledge but in
methodology. When a person understands how to test whether
a proposition is true or false, that method can be applied
across different fields, whether quantum mechanics or child

custody law, in the search for truth.

And the path that eventually brought Anna Mae He home was
one that he helped establish through the same careful, step-

by-step reasoning used to derive a mathematical equation.
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